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Abstract

Memorizing thousands of Chinese words is one of the most fiustrating endeavors for Chinese
language learners. Learning Chinese word structure helps the Chinese language leamers to leamn
Chinese words better. As Chinese and Myanmar language are monosyllabic tonal languages
belonging to the Sino-Tibetan Language family, there are similar characteristics in their word
structures. On the other hand, as the word order in sentences are different in Chinese and
Myanmar langnage, there are also different word structures. Through the comparative analysis of
word structures in Modern Chinese and Myanmar language, this study attempts to point out the
similar and different word structures and highlight the word structures that need to be paid special
attention in teaching and learning Chinese words, thereby helping Myanmar leamers to tackle
unfamiliar Chinese words without trouble in reading comprehension and enhancing vocabulary
building. This paper describes the morphological structures of the words in Modern Chinese and
Myanmar language, and also explores whether there is any relationship between the meaning,
word class and word structure. The findings reveal the similarities in word structures of Modem
Chinese and Myanmar language such as monosyllabic morphemes serving as basic components
in forming single morpheme words and compound words. Among the similar structures, there are
still differences in the sequential order or nature of the constituent morphemes such as opposite
order of verb and its object in the compound word formed by a verb and an object in Chinese and
Myanmar language, Head-Post modifier struchre and ABAB, ABB, ABCC, ABAC pattem
lexical reduplicated words in Myanmar language, Noun-Classifier structure and consonant-vowel
alliterated word in Chinese, etc. Regarding to the relationship between the word class and word
structure, the word classes of the morphemes do not determine the word class of the whole word
with the exception of affixed words. There is a certain extent of relationship between the meanings
of the morphemes and the whole word except the simple word and the compound word with
altered or idiomatic meanings which should be the focal points in teaching Chinese words as their
lexical meanings could not be worked out from their constituent morphemes causing difficulty in
Key Words: Comparative Study Word Structure Modemn Chinese  Myanmar
language

Introduction
Belonging to the same language family, Chinese and Myanmar language have many significant
similarities. Both of them are monosyllabic tonal languages in which the root words are
monosyllabic. Nevertheless, as their word order is different, the sequential order of morpheme in
some of the compound words in Chinese and Myanmar language are also different.

There are a huge number of Chinese characters which serve as the root words in word
formation. In addition, because of neologism phenomenon, there are increasing numbers of new
words in the Chinese lexical system. These factors make leaming Chinese a serious challenge for
Myanmar leamers. Introducing the knowledge of analysis of word structure to the language leamers
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helps them to learn words better. The comparative analysis of Chinese and Myanmar word structures
helps to find out the similarities and differences between them, which are the causes of positive
transfer and negative transfer of learning respectively.

Previous studies on Chinese and Myanmar word formation done by Huang Jing Jing (2012)
and Wei Yi Lan (2015) only focused on the word formation process of compound and complex
words. The present study not only investigates the word structures including single morpheme
words, complex and compound words in Chinese and Myanmar language but also explores the
relationship between the meaning, word class of the whole word and those of the constituent
morphemes of the word. Moreover, this study contributes to language teaching to a certain extent as
it attempts to specify the structures of the Chinese words which are the challenging puzzles for
Myanmar learners.

Literature Review

According to the previous studies related to Chinese morphology, the smallest meaningfil
morphological unit of the word is the morpheme which may be single syllablic or multi-syllabic.
Pictographic Chinese character referred to as a “# zi” is a multifinctional basic unit in word
formation. Referring to the fimctions of “zi”discussed in Chinese traditional grammar, with the
combination of the morphological concept, it could be postulated that Chinese pictographic character
“zi”” corresponds to a phonectic symbol, a monosyllabic morpheme and a monosyllabic simple word
in different situations, whereas the combination of two characters “zitzi” is equivalent to Chinese
disyllabic word “iA] ci”which may be single morpheme simple word or bi-morphemic compound
word. Chinese linguists referred immediate constituent analysis, derivational morphological analysis
and prosodic morphological analysis in the study of formation of the Chinese words.

Myanmar morphological studies emphasize on the derivational morphology and the analysis
of the word structure is part of the traditional grammar referring the syntatic terms in the description
of the word structure. The studies related to the analysis of Myanmar word structure using
constituent analysis haven’t been detected yet.

Aim of the study

The aim of the study is through the comparative analysis of word structures in Modern
Chinese and Myanmar language to point out the similar and different word structures and highlight
the word structures that need to be paid special attention in teaching and leaming Chinese words,
thereby helping Myanmar leamers to tackle unfamiliar Chinese words without trouble in reading
comprehension and enhancing vocabulary building,

Research Question

1. What are the similar and different word structures in Chinese and Myanmar language?

2. Is there any relationship between meaning, word class of the whole word and those of
the constituent morphemes?
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Data and Method
This study is a secondary research based on the information and reference data from
previous related morphological studies done by Western and Eastern experts such as Giorgio
Francesco Arcodia (2012) , Jerome L. Packard (2015), Lu Zhiwei (1957), Ren Xuelian
(1981) ,Liu Shuxin(1990), Wang Aiguo (2003) ,Ge benyi(2006), Dr. Ko Lay(2002),etc.
This study mainly focuses on the description of the structure of the content word of Modem
Chinese and Myanmar Language collected from { Modem Chinese Dictionary) (2016) and
{Myanmar Dictionary) (1991) and also probes into the relationship between the structure of the

word, meaning and word class. The function word, the abbreviations and the idiomatic set phrases
are excluded from the study.

Findings

The findings reveal that the morphological structures of some of the Chinese and Myanmar
words are similar, but some are different. Even among the similar structures, there are different
patterns of the constituents. Therefore on the basis of the similarity and difference, the morphological
structure of the Chinese and Myanmar word could be mainly categorized into the similar structure,
the similar structure with different sequential order or pattern of the constituents and different
structures.

L. Morphological structures of Chinese and Myanmar words

Single-syllable morpheme which comresponds to a single character is the basic
morphological unit of the Chinese and Myanmar words. Single syllable morphemes in Chinese and
Myanmar which correspond to the characters not only serve as the simple word, but also serve as the
root words in the formation of the compound words.

1.1.The Similar structures

In general, simple word and compound word are the similar word structures in

Chinese and Myanmar language.
1.1.1 .Simple Word
Table (1) Morphological Structure of Chinese and Myanmar Simple Word

Name Chinese Myanmar
M /yii/ Rain : /mo:/ rain
Monosyllabic Single Morpheme Word | X /dd/ Big @: /tei:/ big
% /q Go 208 /Bwa:/ go
9 5571 egpcOnd /ehka
C Loan Word /qisokéli/chocolate 162/ chocolate
Q .
= %[ /honglong/ ban :3¢: / wouN
E Onomatopoetic Word glong/ bang ?$ % S
> d4IN / bang
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WPk /kedsu/ tadpole 2066 /03 j3/
Multisyllabic Single Morpheme mock,riducule
Word without phonetic B kbsou/ PPN
characteristic Bbkbsout congh O
/palou?tou?/rattle
Same Consonant | #l4k/zhizhii/ spider G@Dé@/ﬁsguN.
:§ sound alliterattion oty
B (%A= Shuangsheng) =
S Writ/fenfiy command 8$=elméIN:mg/
E :o O BRI /lingléong/ exquisite | woman
g_ g Same Vowel sound W% ludsuo/ wordy ™M)$ /tea na/ exact
= g § | aliteration(EE) 4% Manman/ brilliant | 8505z / mo: dzo:/
533 | Dieym) (
:g) E’ e ey thunder
§ % Syllable alliteration | g /qa qur/ cricket BB e piaN
. (&% Dieyin) / profisely
g HSERE /judn juan/ to gaze §\§§\§ / piN niN /
at ordinary

In Chinese and Myanmar language, the simple word is a single-morpheme word formed
by single free morpheme which may be monosyllabic or multi-syllabic. The sub-constituents of
the single-morpheme words denote the pronunciation of the word and there is no any syntactic or
semantic relationship between them and the whole word.

Multi-syllabic single-morpheme words include the loan word, the onomatopoetic word and
the binding word of two characters called “B£4715] Lianmian ¢i” in Chinese language some of
which are formed by biding of the characters that have the same consonant sounds or the same
vowel sound or alliteration of the same syllable referred as “¥{ 5 shuang sheng”, “&%) dieyun”
and “B3 dieyin” respectively in Chinese language and there is no specific terms for the similar
structures in Myanmar.

1.1.2. Compound Word

In Chinese and Myanmar language, there are compound words which are composed of two
or more morphemes. According to the nature of the constituent morphemes, the compound words
are divided into derivative word, lexical reduplicated word and syntactic compound word.

1.1.2.1. Derivative Word

The derivative words are composed of roots and affixes. The affixes have no proper
meaning and serve as morphological markers or mood markers. Some are syllable
supplementary .i.e. phonectically help balance words in pronunciation.

1.1.2.1.1. “Prefix+ Root” Structure
Chinese phonetic prefix “Fil/a/” and Myanmar prefix “3s /o/ ” are placed before the name
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of the family members and relatives.For example:
P4 /a die/ daddy  [J#/ayi/aunty  3scw /ophd/ father 3063l /odd/ mother
Chinese phonetic prefix “Pi/a/” could also be placed before the nick name of a person and
equivalent to Myanmar modal prefix “c/na” which expresses lack of respect on the addressee. For
example:
B4 /a goli/ puppy cegt/no k"wé/ a boy called puppy
Myanmar morphological prefix “@ /o/” placed before the verbs and the

adjectives change the word class of the root word and serve as a marker of the noun. For
example:

» + G@p = P G@p o pid/ B+ eow&: = deomE: /o kiuN/
Prefix verb noun Prefix adjective noun
speak  speaking good good thing

1.1.2.1.2. “Root+ Suffix” Structure

Most of the suffixes in Chinese and Myanmar language serve as the marker of
noun and verb.

“R/yudn/” , Eizh&/” , “Flai/” , “k/tow/” and “44/xing/” are the noun
markers in Chinese langnage. For example:

23R /yindongyuan/ I /yinyuan/ £ /dazh&/ /% T/xido hdizi/ ¥ T-/shouzi/

noun +suffix verb+ suffix  verb+ suffix noun +suffix  adjectivet suffix
sportsman actor/actress reader child/kid thin person

£ k/shitow/ %/ dixing/ W] fé i /kénéngxing/ 184 /manxing/

noun-+suffix nount+suffix verb+ suffix adjectivet suffix
stone toxicity possibility chronic

Myanmar suffixes that indicate noun are “a3 /60", “2060: Homa/” , “osp/zjal”, “Be
dz iN /", “;ao%/tsh 2 /7, “o/my /" and “ Geg fé /7. “op BiVand “00edt /8 o m 4 /"are the
suffixes that indicate a person . “o6p/z ja /” after a verb indicate a thing related to the action
expressed by the verb . “(g€/ dzIN/” , “ qob /e €2 /7, “p/y /” and “ cefié/ ” after the verb
and adjective change them to noun that express the related abstract phenomenon. For example:
©0:09:09/sd06uN 81/ Fe02DEO10ED:/Agaza 6 om &/ ©oteep/gazaz ji/ 20&(m0x[gE:/0 INted dziN
verb+ suffix noun + suffix verb+ suffix verb+ suffix

consumer sportsman food/snack teaching

qE:c0olsquod/ [IN 1N tebed/  go:c0p0¢ /maleémy/  eaaol(gea: /4oNmjiNjé/
verb+ suffix verb+ suffix verb+ suffix
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Verb forming suffixes and suffixes of the verbs in Chinese language are “JL” “4k” For
example:
Bt )L/wén ér/ #¢4b/1lhud/ Mt /guifanhud/
verb+ suffix adjective+ suffix noun + suffix
play greening standardize

The combination the particle “:Dé /8 1/ and the root word form a verb phrase. For
example:

moo0pd  /gozé O/
verb+ suffix
paly

o0  /lapa 61/
adjectivet suffix
beautiful

1.1.2.2. Lexical reduplicated word
There are various patterns of reduplication in Chinese and Myanmar language. The same
constituent morpheme which has a complete meaning and stands alone as a word is reduplicated to
form the lexical reduplicated word. The word class changes to adverb after reduplication in some
of the AA pattern and AABB pattern reduplicated words.

Table (2) The Patterns of Lexical Reduplicated Words in Chinese and Myanmar

language
Type of Reduplication Pattern Chinese Myanmar

Reduplication of single syllable | AA %/ /biba/ father 0w /phéphé/ father

morpheme BRER /momd/ silently | 03050305 /ter2ter? /
silently

Reduplication of the second | ABB | #f 2 %/ tianmimi | 3][g[g / te*o mjz mjg/

constituent morpheme of AB /sweet sweet

pattern disyllabic word

Reduplication of the first| AAB | ¥ ¥ #X/dandanrén/ | ogS:p6:c09005/fdN

constituent morpheme of AB dim [4Ntaw?/ brilliant,

pattern disyllabic word outstanding

Scparate  reduplication of |[AABB |k K K H slrﬁqogespcqo/ je?

constituent ~morphemes of /dadafangfang/ i€ 3538/

disyllabic word Gracefully unremittingly

The other reduplicated patterns in Chinese such as AAB, AABC. ABAC. ABCC are multifunctional
set phrases with a complete meaning, thus the specific discussion of these structures are excluded.
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1.1.2.3. Syntactic compound word
Through immediate constituent analysis, the parallel structure, the Subject-
Predicate structue, the Modifer-Head structure and the Verb-Result or complement
structures of the syntactic compound words could be analyzed.
1.1.2.3.1. Parallel Binding Structure
In the parallel structure, the constituent morphemes have the similar or related
meaning or some of them are antonyms.
Table (3) Parallel Binding Structure in Chinese and Myanmar Langauge

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Synonym+ Synonym | 3% /hénl&ng/ cold 632:9)6: /édzaN/cold
FH7% /zii'ai/ obstruct 8059% /per? sg / obstruct
Antonym+ Antonym | $1% /hfioddi/ anyhow aweomnt:asds /okauN
as6/good and bad
Morphemes in the | RZE/fugl/ couple coéewons /N ms ja /couple
lc-::ltitge:ries lexical = ¥ 3} W /sangéng banye/ géq.cﬁao@:eéla MINne?
midnight BogAuN/ midnight

1.1.2.3.2. Subject-Predicate Structure
In the Subject-Predicate structure, there is subject and predicate relationship between the
constituent morphemes. The constituent morpheme placed at the beginning of the word serves as the
subject and the constituent morpheme after it is the predicate.
Table (4) Subject-Predicate Structure in Chinese and Myanmar language

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Subject+ Predicate 3L ¥ /touténg/ headache ealC:ad0d/gauN
kar?/headache

1.1.2.3.3. Premodifier-Head Structure
The Premodifier-Head structureis composed of the attributive morpheme placed
before the modified constituent morpheme.
Table (5) Premodifier-Head Structure in Chinese and Myanmar language

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Modifier+Stem | 4 {f/nitnii/milk g‘.):% /mwa no/ milk
(oun) SR uate toll 08:0805 /16N 25 jer? / toll
Modifier+Stem | 25 E /bizhi/ 390!5:9{ /as8N k"aN/
(Verb) P?ffeCﬂY straight (adverb) appointment on probation(noun)
directness(noun) appoint on probation (verb)
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1.1.2.3.4. Predicate- Adverbial Complement Structure
The constituent morpheme that denote the action or statement is placed before the
complementary morpheme used to indicate the result,situation or degree of the action or statement in
the Predicate- Adverbial Complement structure.
Table (6) Predicate- Adverbial Complement Structure in Chinese and Myanmar

language
Structure Chinese Myanmar
Predicate  tAdverbial | 327 /tigdo/ (result) gOmI0d /su? ted/ (result)
Complement improve(verb), elevation (noun) | yegt
P& A~ 18/guaibude/ (possibility) no | 9]¢ /ted jé/(degree) extremely
wonder sweet

1.2. The Similar structures with different sequence or nature of constituent morphenmes
1.2.1. Different Pattern of Lexical Reduplicate Word
There is reduplication of the morphological root AB as a whole word forming ABAB
pattern Lexical Reduplicated words in Myanmar language. For example:
coopgls /thg niN/ limp — coopsiecopss /iy niN iy niN/ with a limp
A B AB AB
In Chinese language, ABAB pattern reduplication of the verb is mainly used to
express the informal or temporary character of the action and is not regarded as a word.
For example:
PR /xinxi/ — AT, RIIEAREARR ! /xinxi/ /xidxi/
AB AB AB
rest Brothers, all of you take a rest.

ABB pattern of the Chinese lexical reduplicated word is formed by reduplication
of the second morpheme of AB pattern disyllabic bi-morphemic word, whereas in
Myanmar ABB pattern the first constituent “A” is an affix and “B”is the root morpheme.
Therefore Myanmar ABB pattern reduplicated word unlike Chinese “ABB” lexical
reduplicated pattern is the combination form of derivation and reduplication. For example:

Table (7) ABB Pattern Reduplicated Word in Chinese and Myanmar Language

Chinese Myanmar
Reduplic | 3t & /guangti/— 3t & & | Combination o + §4 tonguNngulN/
-ation of | /guangtiith/ form of A@ffix) BB (root)
second AB ABB derivation and & Gy i
morphe | bare bare reduplication orgrcve ly
me #P/re hi/ — #T-T- /ré hil hi/ o + 0godaz0d ot
AB ABB A (affix) BB (root)
warm warm speak repeatedly
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Similarly, Myanmar ABCC pattern lexical reduplicated word is the combination
form of the derivation and reduplication of “BC”pattern bi-morphemic word attached by
prefix “A”. For example:

o + Soopd — o600pSeopd /to wé 1218/ lingeringly
A(affix) BC(root) ABCC
In Myanmar language, there is also “ABAC” pattern formed by reduplication of particles
which function as prefix and infix and insertion of two morphemes between the
reduplicated particles. The inserted morphemes are separate morphemes or the constituent
morphemes of the bi-morphemic word. For example:
066 ©6P /md jé ma ja/ 03803@@8: /ta zer? ta baiN / sa@:mbé /ateaN o si/
A(prefix)+B+A(infix)+C A(prefix)+B+A(infix)+C A(prefix)+B-+A(infix)+C
uncertain part intention
1.2.2. Head-Postmodifier Structure of syntactic compound word
In Chinese language, modifiers usually come before the root morpheme forming
Premodifier-Head structure, whereas in Myanmar language, some of the modifier comes
after the root morpheme. For example:

soo:ale /sokta/ so&(gy / siN bji / s0§((6: / saNdzaN/
Head + Postmodifier Head + Postmodifier Head + Postmodifier
Magnesium Sulphate white elephant ordinary rice

1.2.3.Verb-Object Structure of syntatic compound word
There is an action and affected object relationship between the two root
morphemes of the word. Generally, verbs serve as the morphemes that indicate the action
in both labguages.

Chinese language being a SVO language, verb is placed before the morpheme that
indicates the affected object in Verb-Object structure Chinese compound word, whilst
Myanmar language being SOV language, the order of the constituent morphemes of the
action-object syntatic compound word is Object-Verb.For example:

Table (8) Verb-Object Structure of Syntactci Compound Word in Chinese and Myanmar

Chinese Myanmar
Verb+ Object Object+ Verb
& + % — %% /qian ming/ | co0de0d +B:  — c0B9050d: /le?ma? tho/
sign  name signature/ sign [ gjon  inscribe/mark sign
wo oA - B didoyw [ck +  gps —  clgps /i mjd/
fish(verb) fish (noun) fishing/fish fish(noun) fish (verb) fish (verb)
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1.3. The Different structures
1.3.1. Noun-Classifier structure in Chinese language
Noun-Classifier structure in which the former constituent is the root word formed
by a noun followed by its collocated classifier is the structure that is only existed in
Chinese word formation.For example:
R /chuanzhi/ vessel A B /rényuan/ personnel 1£2% /huadud/ bloom
1.3.2,Word structure formed by Consonant-Vowel alliteration with different tone
In Chinese there are words formed by the characters which have the same
consonant and vowel sound with different tones.For examples:
JEE /qi qifcrook  F#l/keké/harsh  FKE/fafiy couple  EEFR/qiqi/ lacquerware
In Myanmar language , there are homonyms written by different phonographic
charaters, but the words formed by two homonyms are not existed.

I1. Syntatic relationship between the constituent morphemes and the whole word

2.1. Direct relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and the whole
word

The direct relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and the whole

word is seen in the Chinese and Myanmar words belonging to Noun-Classifier structure, some
words of Predicate- Adverbial Complement Structure, Parallel binding structures and Premodifier-
Head structure.
Table (9) Direct relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and the whole
word

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Noun-Classifier # + 3K — 4E3K/zhizhang/
Structure n c n
paper sheet  paper
Predicate- % + 3 — EFh/idong/ |op +eo00€ — opeoond/ i N/
Adverbial v v v v v v
Complement push move  push forward raise/ help  erect set up/establish
Structure
Parallel binding | & + W =~ — FW/giow |diog:  + 8o — ohopdon
Structure n n n /b6 bwé miba/
bone meat kindred n n n
grandparents parents grandparents
and parents
B+ i@ o Bt /wingl | eqpd: +oud > eepiond/ jioN wi/
v v v v v v
forget record forget sell buy trade
Premodifier-Head |k  + % — k% /hudché/ |eq + w0d — equood /j& jiN/
Structure n n n 1n n n
fire vehicle train water craft water-craft

n=noun, v = verb, c= classifier
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2.2, Partial relationship between the word dass of the constituent morphemes
and the whole word

In Chinese and Myanmar, noun forming affixes and verb forming suffixes serve as the word
class markers, so the affixes in the derivative words indicate the word class of the whole word.

The reduplication of the adjective forms of the constituent morphemes result in the formation
of adverbs in Chinese and Myanmar.
Table (10) Partial relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and the whole
word

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Derivativ | ¥ +% — %% /lioxiang/ do0t +¢ — dootg / K'aNzd m /
eword | pff  n n v suff n

old village hometowr/ fellow villager feel  nounmarker feeling

AR + & — B xidnddibud/ [ ogdes  + eep  — opdsence

n 5 i /tedNma jé/

modem verbmaker modermnize;modemization adj N noun

healthy noun marker  health

Lexical | % — %:¥%/qing qing/ ogudop - ogudogadonon
reduplicat | adj adv Nwilwe kil
edword | light gently adj adv

i — AR R jidnjidndandan/ easy easily

adj adv
simple simply

n=noun , v=verb, adj=adjective adv=adverb, prff=prefix, suff=suffix

2.3. Lack of relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and the whole
word

In most of the word structures in Chinese and Myanmar language, there is no
relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and the whole word.

Table (11) Partial relationship between the word class of the constituent morphemes and
the whole word

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Simple word Bk + & — FhEE/uxy/ calé + P+ %E:—»e:ﬂé@%é:/déuN
n v ady tebd SAIN/
land continue successively n v v v

height spin driveatspeed _beallinawhid
Parallel  binding | & + #I —{&J /chingdusin/ [g] +qP — gD /teho tehiN/
word adj  adj n adj adj n
long  short length sweet  sour candy
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Subject-Predicate | {4 + & — S /xingji/ 8o +o - 3059 [ser? pu/

structure n adj adj n adj v
nature anxious impatience mind  hot worry
O + 4. — 040 /kduhdng/
n adj n

mouth red lipstick

Premodifier-Head | % + & — il fweixido/ (@  + [g'l: — (}@[: fmg bjéuN/

structure adj v v v v n
tiny  smile grin smile wrysmile  grimace
X + & — HF/nénkan/
adj v adj
difficult look ugly
Structure Chinese Myanmar
Verb-Object W+ - Mg/ | 805+ 3 —)803q| [se1? tgha/
structure v n v n v v
put  heart;mind rest assured mind putdown  rest assured
1k, +5 — {k5/Muashen/ U?‘P + (02 — opepses / p° s_]a pha/
v n n

turn  body  exemplification pag)da payobelsmme wmgh]p,pjlgnm
ViR + O — JF/kaixin/

v n adj
" open heart, mind happy
1. Semantic relationship between the constituent morphemes and the whole word
3.1. Direct relationship between the meaning of the the constituent morphemes and the
whole word
There is direct relationship between the meaning of the the constituent morphemes
and the whole word in some structures of the compound words such as Lexical Duplicated
word,Parallel Bidding Structure, Premodifier-Head Structure,Subject-Predicate Structure,
Verb-Object structure and Predicate- Adverbial Complement Structure .
Table (12) Direct relationship between the meaning of the the constituent morphemes
and the whole word

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Derivativeword | % + F - Fh/dwl/ |m + (i)§ —>399§ foraN/
th  five fifth prefix correct truth
B+ f& — E/yingxing/ | et ogp — meosoap/gozizio/
rigid ity rigidity play  suffix toy
Lexical R+ R — RRntiantian/ | 03:03: 103050305 — ohioBi08050805
reduplication day day daily 116 16 ter? ter?/
quietly silently  silently
Parallel Biding | 5% + M — KHi/guanbl/ | ¢ +ec0a8  — geool /pil auN/
Structure close close close tist b hot
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Premodifier- K+ 8 o UKi/binglidng/ | skeeod: +o0oé — skeentiond /K"
Head Structure Ice cold ice cold Z 4uNt IN/
(sideof put ( have under one's
the waist ) thumb)
Subject- H + B — HE /mudiy | copoda: + o —  clogoodaiond
Predicate eye see see withone'seyes | /tgau? da tduN/
Structure fearing knee tremble (tremble with
fear)
Verb-Object B +Hr - W/ojia/ | g0t 338 —go1e:m0/majiN ouY
structure ask for price bargain temoral beat  box (sb's ears)
Tegion
Predicate- HE +F o hF/ghishan/ (5. 200 — $o0o /K"AN 04/
Adverbial change good improve suffer  pleasant bearable
Complement
Structure

3.2. Partial relationship between the meaning of the the constituent morphemes and

the whole word

In some word structures , the meaning of the whole word is partially related to the
meaning of part of the constituent morphemes and vice versa, the meaning of part of the
constituent morphemes are not related to that of the whole word.

Table (13) Partial relationship between the meaning of the the constituent
morphemes and the whole word

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Parallel B +% — EF/gujisy |oged + g0d —og0dq0d /tweteted/
word country home country calculate cook  calculate
Derivative | B =~ + B — ZR/doshly [ooffog: + e —  oolfogoress
word presuffix mouse mouse [6iNtgajé/
teach  suffix teaching
Lexical » - + egelgr — oregoe(gd
reduplicat- Jtom gtmj5/
ed word prefix---infix  unconscious fora
long time (reduplication)
Noun- L2 + H 5 4 H/nio zhi/
Classifier | cow classifier cow
Structure
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3.3.Lack of semantic relationship between the meaning of the constituent
morphemes and the that of the whole word
In Simple Word and some of the Compound Words, the meaning of the whole

word is 2 new meaning without any relationship between the meanings of the constituent

morphemes.

Table (14) Lack of semantic relationship between the meaning of the constituent
morphemes and the that of the whole word

Structure Chinese Myanmar
Simple word L + > WVIEbe [ god  +  (gpd:  — qodgd:
phonetic horn  sharp fjouteti/
constituent noise phonetic phonetic at once
constituent  constituent
Derivative word | & +#R  —>FRNicbin/ |3 + ;& — ponés/okdN/
prefix  board  boss prefix  begin shrewdness; fruit
in its
to fruit  earliest stages of
development
Lexical Bt — A /xingxing-sésé/ | on._on + cod + %08
Reduphicaer shape  all kinds prefix....infix + phonetic constituent
and colour

+ opposed

~ eocolmeo} /N g

opposed in a rebellious manner

Parallel Bidning
Word

F + & —7F J&/maodin/
spear shield contradiction

solelg +a0to00d — solagEotcond
/siNdze siNIe?/

elephant foot (excuse) + clephant hand
—excuse

Premodifier- A+ R — /Db/xidoshus/ 20+ o — oo /naly

Head Structure | small speak novel night man thief

Subject- i+ — L #/xinsuan/ e + 0 — 3eEEY /ejé tha/

Predicate Mind,heart sour sad skin thick tolerable

Structure

Verb-Object Iz + Bt — PZES/chicl/ Qe + MO — GRS /zégozd/

structure eat vinegar jealousy merketprice play make prices
unstable

Predicate- % + L — % l/kin shang/ g0  +ogud —gOmjud/suted/

Adverbial look  upon like puton widen vest

Complement

Structure
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Discussion

In overall view, the morphological structure of the words in Modern Chinese and Myanmar
language are basically similar. The simple word formed by a single morpheme and the compound
word formed by different combination of multiple morphemes are the common word structures in
Chinese and Myanmar language. The consonant sound alliteration, vowel sound alliteration, syllable
alliteration also called phonetic reduplication are the characteristic structural features of the simple
words in Chinese and Myanmar. The derivative words, the lexical reduplicated words and the
syntactic compound words are the common patterns of compound words in Chinese and Myanmar
language.

Among the similar structures, there are still differences in the sequential order or nature of
the constituent morphemes. This phenomenon is reflected in the structures of the words formed by
the same word formation process such as the reduplication, the modifier and head combination, the
verb and object combination, etc. ABAB, ABB, ABCC, ABAC patterns of reduplication are seen in
Myanmar language adverbial words, while the similar patterns in Chinese language are the idiomatic
set phrases. As Chinese language belongs to SVO language, the object follows the verb and in the
Verb-Object combination structure the root word that serves as the object is placed behind the verb.
The premodification is the common phenomenon in Chinese and Myanmar forming Premodifier-
Head streuctures. The postmodification phenomenon is also seen in Myanmar. The simple word
formed by the characters that have the same consonant and vowel sounds with different tones, the
Noun-Classifier structure compound words are only existed in Chinese.

Regarding the word class, as Chinese and Myanmar language are isolating languages, there
are multifunctional words in Chinese and Myanmar language. Apart from some limited structures of
the derivative words, the reduplicated words and the compound word, the word classes of the
morphemes do not determine the word class of the whole word.

Conceming the semantic relationship, there is a certain extent of relationship between the
meanings of the morphemes and the whole word except the simple word and the compound word
with altered or idiomatic meanings. The meaning of such words could not be wotked out from the
constituent morphemes, there will be difficulties in guessing theit meanings and they can even lead
to misunderstanding of the meaning of the word and the related texts.

This sort of semantically unrelated words should be the teaching focus in teaching Chinese
words and in addition to teaching word structures, it is also necessary to point out the semantic
relationship, the metaphorical usage the constituent morphemes and its sociocultural background.

Conclusion

Through this study, we could see that there is a certain extent of genealogical and typological
influences upon the word structure, As Chinese and Myanmar language are related members of the
same language family the morphological structures of the words are generally similar and different
typological structure also causes some different features in the similar structures.

As for learners of the Chinese words, although there is little difficulty in understeanding the
morphological structure which is static in nature, lack of syntactic and semantic relationship between
the word and its constituent morphemes is the frustrating challenge for them.
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In teaching Chinese words, although introducing the morphological structure of the word
conduces to understand the words which have direct or partial syntactic and semantic relationship
between the constituent morphemes to a certain extent, teaching morphological structure alone is not
enough for proper understanding of all types of words. It should be aware that the knowledge related
to the typological features of languages, syntactic orders, metaphorical usage, cognitive and
sociocultural factors on semantic change are also important to introduce to the leamers for effective
teaching of the words.

This study only describes the morphological similarities and differences of Chinese and
Myanmar words. The comparative study of other related components such as prosodic features,
morphology and semantic relationship, morphological structures of set phrase, different pattems of
reduplication, different types of affixes, and error analysis are still needed to be probed in depth in
further studies.
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